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the Postal Service in a way that is 
competent, professional, and com-
pletely nonpartisan. That matters for a 
lot of reasons, but one of the most im-
portant is the critical and growing role 
that the post office plays in our democ-
racy. 

Over the past year, States all across 
the country followed our example in 
Colorado by giving people the freedom 
to vote by mail. As we have learned in 
my State, the case for voting by mail 
is overwhelming. It is more convenient. 
It is more accessible. It costs a lot less 
to administer and, during a pandemic, 
it is a lot safer than voting in person. 
But it only works if people have con-
fidence that the post office can deliver 
their ballots in a way that is reliable, 
secure, and completely free of politics. 

That is why I can’t think of anyone 
better to serve on the Board of Gov-
ernors than Amber McReynolds, who is 
one of the most respected election offi-
cials not just in Colorado but all across 
the country. 

Ms. McReynolds spent 13 years serv-
ing in Denver’s Elections Division, in-
cluding for 7 years as the city’s direc-
tor of elections. Under her leadership, 
Denver became a national model for 
making it easier for people to vote 
while increasing election security. 

She oversaw Denver’s transition to a 
fully vote-by-mail system, where every 
active voter can receive and return 
their ballot by mail or by taking it to 
a drop box in their community. Last 
November, we saw images on television 
of people lining up in this country for 
hours and hours on election day to cast 
their ballots. 

In Colorado, I left my ballot in a se-
cure drop box. There is no line. There 
is no wait. The whole process took 30 
seconds, if that. It is like that all 
across Colorado. It is like that all 
across my State because we have made 
it incredibly easy and secure for Colo-
radoans to cast their ballots. 

Ms. McReynolds had a lot to do with 
that by introducing one popular reform 
after another. She helped to make Den-
ver the first city in America to adopt a 
ballot tracking system, which notifies 
voters when their ballot is mailed, 
when it is delivered and counted so 
they can have transparency about the 
process every step of the way. 

I never have to wonder whether my 
ballot is in the mail or not or whether 
I sent it back or not because I get an 
email from the clerk telling me. You 
even get an email that tells you when 
your ballot has been counted. She had 
a lot to do with that. And after Denver 
put that system in place, cities across 
the country followed our example. 

Ms. McReynolds also led efforts to 
launch a new voting system that used 
touchscreen tablets and other tech-

nologies from Dominion, a fantastic 
Colorado company, that was much 
easier for voters to use and was just 
one-tenth the cost of typical voting 
machines. 

Under her leadership, Denver was 
also one of the earliest counties in Col-
orado to pioneer something called a 
risk-limiting audit, where election offi-
cials match a random sample of ballots 
against the official results to catch any 
discrepancies. It was a cost-effective 
way to reinforce the public’s trust in 
local elections, and it set the stage for 
Colorado to become the first State in 
America to introduce risk-limiting au-
dits statewide. 

The same thing happened with vote- 
by-mail. Ms. McReynolds’ success in 
Denver helped pave the way for Colo-
rado’s transition to a fully vote-by- 
mail system in 2013—2013. That was 8 
years ago. That is two Presidential 
elections ago that we went to vote-by- 
mail. 

And just like in Denver, when we did 
it in the State, none of those changes 
were partisan. We actually 
transitioned to vote-by-mail under a 
Republican secretary of state. In fact, 
there was a view at the time that mov-
ing to vote-by-mail would help Repub-
licans because it made it a lot easier 
for Coloradoans in rural areas to vote. 

In reality, it has made it easier for 
everybody to vote—Democrats, Repub-
licans, and unaffiliated voters, urban 
voters, suburban voters, busy voters, 
working people, students, everybody. 
And it is why we adopted vote-by-mail 
statewide, and turnout went up in 
every demographic group, seniors in-
cluded. Costs went down, and people 
across the State cheered the new sys-
tem. 

Today, I guarantee you, if a politi-
cian in Colorado tried to take away 
vote-by-mail, people would run them 
out of town. In my State, we are proud 
of the election model that we built in a 
collaborative, nonpartisan way, and 
Ms. McReynolds deserves a lot of credit 
for that. 

She is the right kind of leader who 
isn’t satisfied with the status quo. She 
is constantly asking how to make 
things better, how to make things 
more efficient, and how to make com-
plex systems simpler and more acces-
sible and useful to people. That is ex-
actly the kind of experience we need at 
the Postal Service, especially at a time 
when more Americans are voting by 
mail than ever before. 

The Postal Service needs someone 
with her expertise, her leadership, and 
her impatience, frankly, with the sta-
tus quo, and that is why I urge my col-
leagues from both parties to come to-
gether and confirm this outstanding 
nominee from my home State of Colo-
rado. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:06 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
May 13, 2021, at 11 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

CHRIS MAGNUS, OF ARIZONA, TO BE COMMISSIONER OF 
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT 
OF HOMELAND SECURITY, VICE KEVIN K. MCALEENAN, 
RESIGNED. 

THE JUDICIARY 

GUSTAVO A. GELPI, OF PUERTO RICO, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FIRST CIRCUIT, VICE 
JUAN R. DEL VALLE TORRUELLA, DECEASED . 

ANGEL KELLEY, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSA-
CHUSETTS, VICE DOUGLAS P. WOODLOCK, RETIRED. 

LAUREN J. KING, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT 
OF WASHINGTON, VICE ROBERT S. LASNIK, RETIRED. 

EUNICE C. LEE, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED STATES 
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT, VICE ROBERT 
A. KATZMANN, RETIRED. 

VERONICA S. ROSSMAN, OF COLORADO, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT, VICE 
CARLOS F. LUCERO, RETIRED. 

KAREN MCGLASHAN WILLIAMS, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
NEW JERSEY, VICE JEROME B. SIMANDLE, RETIRED. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATION 

The Senate Committee on Finance 
was discharged from further consider-
ation of the following nomination by 
yea-nay vote Vote and the nomination 
was placed on the Executive Calendar: 

CHIQUITA BROOKS–LASURE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE CENTERS FOR MEDICARE AND 
MEDICAID SERVICES. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate May 12, 2021: 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

RONALD STROMAN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE A GOVERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERV-
ICE FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2021. 

RONALD STROMAN, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO 
BE A GOVERNOR OF THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERV-
ICE FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 8, 2028. 
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